Synthesis of substituted tetrahydrocyclobuta[b]benzofurans by palladium-catalyzed substitution/[2+2] cycloaddition of propargylic carbonates with 2-vinylphenols.
Radical methods: The title reaction proceeds in the presence of a palladium catalyst to deliver substituted tetrahydrocyclobuta[b]benzofurans in a stereoselective manner. A radical mechanism is discussed.